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| am back...at least | think | am (it seemed to take five or six days for my mind and
body to finally arrive in Fresno and get back in rhythm).

This summer has seen us focus on international missions with one team connect-
ing with the Ekks in Portugal in June and one team just back from connecting with
the Davises in Thailand. It seems that God did some remarkable things in those
countries, in the lives of our team members, and relationally as we sought to build
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deeper connections. We have been supporting the Ekks and Davises for some time
now, but this is new territory for us as a congregation. What does it mean for us to
relationally connect with our missionaries in their world? How do we call out
people and send short-term teams to build relationships with the missionaries and
churches in their contexts? What are the short-term and long-term impacts of
doing these types of trips (there certainly are advantages and drawbacks)? These
are some of the questions our Missions Commission will be asking these next few
months. Both teams have shared with the congregation. You can still go to our
missions blog to learn about the teams and what they did by visiting
www.nfcsummermissions.blogspot.com.

Here are a few comments on some things happening at NFC
and what to anticipate in the coming months:

Sermon on the Mount:

We continue our journey through the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5 - 7). 1t will
take us through the fall and into the New Year. We will take a few breaks along the
way to include things like global missionaries and the celebration of Advent and
Christmas. | encourage you to continue or to start reading this incredible passage
of Scripture. You may want to respond by creating something for our art gallery
area. You may wish to memorize all or a portion of Jesus’ words. Whatever you do, |
invite you to read and reflect on Jesus' words and apply them together as a group
of Jesus followers here at NFC. Please give me feedback or creative ideas you may
have.

2nd Service Music and Worship:

Please continue to pray and fast as we search for a Pastor of Music and Worship for
our 2nd Service. We have a search team that has been meeting and is leading us in
this process. The search team includes Jennifer Eastwood, Lois Ewert, Arnie Prieb,
Christa Wiens, and me. The process will include an ‘open call’for all those who
might be interested in the position. The team will then lead a discernment process
to identify an individual for this role. In the meantime, John Schlesselman and
Chris Becker will continue to give leadership to the 2nd Service along with the
music and worship team. Chris needs to do an internship as part of his seminary
studies and will be a 2nd Service intern for the fall while we search for someone.
Please pray for the team, for our congregation, and for our future pastor.

continued on NEXT page






